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PROGRAM ABC World News Tonight STATION WILA TV
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SUBJECT Arms Shipment to Iran

= PETER JENNINGS: And now a closer at the actual arms

shipment to Iran. Yesterday the Attorney General told the

nation that these arms for Iran operations had been run by Lt.
Colonel O1liver North and were stage managed by him from the
Ahlte House.

Today, we have learned the NSC was not the only agency
tu Involved. In #Washington, here's ABC senior corre espondent
Juhn Scali.

JOHN SCALT: Top U.S. officials have told ABC News that
the Central Intelligence Agency flew American weapons to Iran
aboard a3 C[A controlled aircraft nearly two months before the
President authorized such shipments.

fThe flight, in November of 1985. 1is reported to have
carried [0W antitank missiles, parts for Hawk antiaircraft
missiles and other military supplies.

Tne CIA plane was made available, informants saild,
supposedly to meet a request from the National Security
Council for a safe, secure way to transport parts of Israeli o1l
drilling equipment to Iragq. Informed sources believe the
request was a cover to get active CIA involvement.

The modern U.S.-made weapons were part of the cargo that
was flown to Teheran by a jet transport operated by Southern
Alrways, an ailrline which often has been identified as connected
with CIA secret missiuons.

~ One informant said, CIA director, William Casey has
acknowledged a CIA unidentified backup role for operations
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LUHuUCtEG.rOF a secret NSC group led by Colonel Pliver \North
Wwho was fired vesterdgay. ‘ i o

~ o o b ; -

-asey met with Senate & House Intellinence Committees ty
answer questilons last Friday. The CI4 flignt, as well as 1t &
o o e S > 5 S
tatdo, was dlscovered by some governmnent ufficials, who were
gLarmed because 1t deepened the secret H.5. guvernment v
Invulvement 1n weapons shipment to Iragqg.

jou

N ) VThe CLA said tonight, Casey woulda have no comment. But
WS s reporte=a to have toula some authorities. ne knew nothing ‘
about the November-ClA flight becaus : 3

; use he was out o /
SOt { of the country

| | Same authuritles Lavestigating the uperatiun however
EFe repurted tu bel;EVE that low-level CIA oufficials would noé
ave dared to come involved without 4 hlah-level CI1A go ahead

John Scali, ABC News, Nashington.
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